
 
North Carolina General Statutes – Rabies Laws  
 
§ 130A-185. Vaccination required. 

(a) Vaccination required. - The owner of an animal listed in this subsection over four months 
of age shall have the animal vaccinated against rabies: 

(1) Cat. 
(2) Dog. 
(3) Ferret. 

(b) Vaccination. - Only animal rabies vaccine licensed by the United States Department of 
Agriculture and approved by the Commission shall be used on animals in this State. A rabies 
vaccine may only be administered by one or more of the following: 

(1) A licensed veterinarian. 
(2) A registered veterinary technician under the direct supervision of a licensed 

veterinarian. 
(3) A certified rabies vaccinator. (1935, c. 122, s. 1; 1941, c. 259, s. 2; 1953, c. 876, s. 

2; 1973, c. 476, s. 128; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 2009-327, s. 2.) 
 

§ 130A-190. Rabies vaccination tags. 
(a) Issuance. - A person who administers a rabies vaccine shall issue a rabies vaccination tag 

to the owner of the animal. The rabies vaccination tag shall show the year issued, a vaccination 
number, the words "North Carolina" or the initials "N.C." and the words "rabies vaccine." Dogs 
shall wear rabies vaccination tags at all times. Cats and ferrets must wear rabies vaccination tags 
unless they are exempt from wearing the tags by local ordinance. 

(b) Fee. - Rabies vaccination tags, links, and rivets may be obtained from the Department of 
Health and Human Services. The Secretary is authorized to collect a fee for the rabies tags, links, 
and rivets in accordance with this subsection. The fee for each tag is the sum of the following: 

(1) The actual cost of the rabies tag, links, and rivets. 
(2) Transportation costs. 
(3) Fifteen cents (15¢). This portion of the fee shall be used to fund rabies education 

and prevention programs. 
(4) Repealed by Session Laws 2010-31, s. 11.4(h), effective October 1, 2010. 

(c) Repealed by Session Laws 2007-487, s. 1, effective January 1, 2008. (1935, c. 122, s. 6; 
1941, c. 259, s. 5; 1959, c. 352; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1997-69, s. 1; 2000-163, s. 2; 2007-487, s. 1; 
2009-327, s. 6; 2010-31, s. 11.4(h).) 

 
 

 
§ 130A-196. Notice and confinement of biting animals. 

(a) Notice. - When a person has been bitten by an animal required to be vaccinated under this 
Part, the person or parent, guardian or person standing in loco parentis of the person, and the 
person owning the animal or in control or possession of the animal shall notify the local health 
director immediately and give the name and address of the person bitten and the owner of the 
animal. If the animal that bites a person is a stray or feral animal, the local agency responsible for 
animal control shall make a reasonable attempt to locate the owner of the animal. If the owner 
cannot be identified within 72 hours of the event, the local health director may authorize the 



animal be euthanized, and the head of the animal shall be immediately sent to the State 
Laboratory of Public Health for rabies diagnosis. If the event occurs on a weekend or State 
holiday the time period for owner identification shall be extended 24 hours. 

A physician who attends a person bitten by an animal known to be a potential carrier of 
rabies shall report the incident within 24 hours to the local health director. The report must 
include the name, age, and sex of the person. 

(b) Confinement. - When an animal required to be vaccinated under this Part bites a person, 
the animal shall be immediately confined for 10 days in a place designated by the local health 
director. The local health director may authorize a dog trained and used by a law enforcement 
agency to be released from confinement to perform official duties upon submission of proof that 
the dog has been vaccinated for rabies in compliance with this Part. After reviewing the 
circumstances of the particular case, the local health director may allow the owner to confine the 
animal on the owner's property. An owner who fails to confine an animal in accordance with the 
instructions of the local health director shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. If the owner or 
the person who controls or possesses the animal that has bitten a person refuses to confine the 
animal as required by this subsection, the local health director may order seizure of the animal 
and its confinement for 10 days at the expense of the owner. (1935, c. 122, s. 17; 1941, c. 259, s. 
11; 1953, c. 876, s. 13; 1957, c. 1357, s. 9; 1977, c. 628; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 1985, c. 674; 1989, c. 
298; 1993, c. 539, s. 950; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2009-327, s. 11.) 
 
 
§ 130A-197. Infected animals to be destroyed; protection of vaccinated animals. 

When the local health director reasonably suspects that an animal required to be vaccinated 
under this Part has been exposed to the saliva or nervous tissue of a proven rabid animal or 
animal reasonably suspected of having rabies that is not available for laboratory diagnosis, the 
animal shall be considered to have been exposed to rabies. An animal exposed to rabies shall be 
destroyed immediately by its owner, the county Animal Control Officer or a peace officer unless 
the animal has been vaccinated against rabies in accordance with this Part and the rules of the 
Commission more than 28 days prior to being exposed, and is given a booster dose of rabies 
vaccine within five days of the exposure. As an alternative to destruction, the animal may be 
quarantined at a facility approved by the local health director for a period up to six months, and 
under reasonable conditions imposed by the local health director. (1935, c. 122, s. 14; 1953, c. 
876, s. 10; 1983, c. 891, s. 2; 2000-163, s. 4; 2009-327, s. 12.) 
 
 
§ 130A-198. Confinement. 

A person who owns or has possession of an animal which is suspected of having rabies shall 
immediately notify the local health director or county Animal Control Officer and shall securely 
confine the animal in a place designated by the local health director. The animal shall be 
confined for a period of 10 days. Other animals may be destroyed at the discretion of the State 
Public Health Veterinarian. (1935, c. 122, s. 15; c. 344; 1941, c. 259, s. 10; 1953, c. 876, s. 11; 
1983, c. 891, s. 2; 2009-327, s. 13.) 
 
 
 
 
 


