DURHAM HISTORY CRASH
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|6 TH AND
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CENTURIES

* Indigenous Peoples in

the area: Eno and
Occaneechi tribes.
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BEFORE DURHAM
BECAME DURHAM




SLAVERY IN ORANGE
COUNTY

* Slavery was an integral part of the Orange
County economy by the late 1700s.

* Historic Stagville is a state historic site in
Durham County.

Lower right: Bennehan plantation house (1787-1799).
Upper right: House for enslaved people. (1851)
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DURHAM IS BORN

Bartlett Leonidas Durham.
Courtesy Duke RBMSC

Library, W. T. Dixon papers.




DR. BARTLETT L.S. DURHAM

In the early 1850s, Durham was elected to
represent Orange County in the NC General
Assembly.

He died of pneumonia in February [859.

He was re-interred in Maplewood Cemetery the
following year with a marker that lists an
incorrect middle name, and erroneous birth and
death dates.




1858: DURHAM
TOBACCO GETS GOING




THE CIVIL WAR

* No major battles were fought in this area,
but Durham played an important role in
the ending of the Civil War.

* Almost 90,000 troops were surrendered
here, the largest surrender in the Civil

War.

Johnston and Sherman hisst at Bennett House on April 13th and April 26th.
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THE BULL IS BORN




BLACKWELL'S BULL
DURHAM TOBACCO

e Green died in 1869 and William T. Blackwell
became owner of Bull Durham Tobacco.

SM“KINE T“H A[:[:“ 3 * Over time other major tobacco companies

Manufactured by | formed in Durham, including the Duke family’s

j (VLS DURIAN OB 0. 5u) American Tobacco Company, which produced
DURHAM N. C. ; 90% of cigarettes in the US by the year 1890.

THE AMERICAR TOBACCO £0,, SHD}I,ESI]E
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Fragran!
and Soothing

Blackwell’s Bull Durham
Smoking Tobacco

FOT over twenty-tive years (he stanaard Smokimg 100ace) or e worio,
To-day More Popular than Ever,

To have 2 good smoke anytime and everytime it is only necessary to

get Bull Durham. It is all good and always good.

ELACKWELL'S DURHAM TOBACCO CO,,
DURHAM, H. C.

would be happier if he could have o supply of
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310 GERTHRUDE WHEELER,
CROSS-CUT CIGARETTES
ARE THE BEST.
i W, DUKE SONS & (0.

.

CIGARETTE CARDS LEAD TO BASEBALL
CARDS
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1869 — IT’S OFFICIAL

1869

CITY OF MEDICINE




DURHAM 1881 — A COUNTY IS
COUNTY FORMED




1892 - DURHAM BECOMES
A COLLEGE TOWN

* Trinity College relocated from Randolph
County to Durham in 1892.

* |t became Duke University in 1924.

Upper right: the beginnings of a campus in 1898.
Lower right: Trinity College faculty
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E “I"_Hg 1898 — BEGINNING OF

g (PN BLACK WALL STREET

I e * John Merrick and Dr. Aaron McDuffie
Moore, prominent Black businessmen in
Durham, founded the North Carolina Mutual
Life and Providence Association.

* This enterprise went on to become one of
the largest black-owned businesses in the
world.
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1910 - FOUNDING OF
NCCU




Approximately forty members of the North Carolina Chidley Hall, the oldest dormitory on campus of
College for Negroes gather on the front steps of Avery North Carolina Central University.
Auditorium for a class picture. Circa 1925.



DURHAM
LIBRARIES

The Durham Public Library was
the first free, tax-supported library
in NC. Services began in 1897.

Lillian Griggs was the first
professional librarian in NC.

Durham Public Library purchased
the state’s first bookmobile in
1923.

In 1916, Durham Colored Library
opened as the second library for
African Americans in the state.




THE “RESEARCH
TRIANGLE” IS BORN

* 1958:Plans for RTP begin.

(e

* The area would earn international
renown as the “Research Triangle.”
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* A plan to re-develop 200 acres
in the Hayti area was formed.

* Many leaders in the local Black
community supported the plan.




URBAN RENEWAL.:
URBAN REMOVAL!?

March protesting urban renewal.




DURHAM DIVERSIFIES
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* American Tobacco Campus y ' B il Ea s '

renovation began in 2002

* Durham Performing Arts Center
opened in 2008

* One City Center, now Durham’s
tallest building, opened in 2018.

* Additional development of the old
University Ford dealership site is
planned.




WE'RE

150

YEARS OLD,
Y'ALL

DURHAM 150

* Durham celebrated its 150% birthday on April
10,2019. Events were held throughout the year
commemorating the occasion.

* Sadly, the birthday also coincided with a large
gas explosion on North Duke Street that
claimed the lives of two people and injured 25
others.




DURHAM FUN FACTS

 Colors:

* Royal blue: Courage

* Red:Action & Progress

* Gold: High Quality in Growth
* White: High ldeals

* Seven stars: represents the Taurus constellation (aka
the Pleiades, aka the Bull) and the spirit of Durham:
* TheArts
* Commerce & Industry
* Education
* Medicine
* Human Relations
» Sports & Recreation
* Preservation of Durham’s Rich Heritage




HISTORIC
SITESTO
VISIT




4 NORTH CAROLINA
COLLECTION

* “Durham History Research Happens Here”

* Main Library: 3rd Floor
* New Hours Starting October 2:
* Monday — Saturday |10 AM — 4 PM

* www.durhamcountylibrary.org/ncc

VR




CONTACT US!



mailto:ncc@dconc.gov
mailto:lmenges@dconc.gov
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