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Learning Objectives

By the conclusion of this session, you will be able to:

– Connect the value of public health advocacy with 
policy initiatives that support program 
development.

– Recognize the importance of inclusive 
partnerships for effective reach into the 
community.

– Describe the multidisciplinary approach to 
reducing drug related deaths.
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Learn the Culture!

• Add picture of BOH
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 Informed

 Inclusive

 Inquisitive

 Open to debate

 Share ownership

 Responsible

 Trust each other

 How can we help?

 We can say no

 Do the research

 Share the information

 Support

 Celebrate

 Champion the staff and 
programs

 Advocate

Got Culture?
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Durham County Board of Health Smoking Rule 
adopted by County Ordinance

• In an effort to protect the public from 
secondhand smoke, the Durham County Board 
of Health Smoking Rule was adopted and went 
into effect on August 1, 2012. 

• Most recently, the Smoking Rule was amended 
to include e-cigarettes, effective January 1, 2016 
and to include public places effective July 1, 
2018. 
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• Removed civil liabilities 
from doctors who 
prescribe and bystanders 
who administer naloxone, 
to save the life of a victim. 

• Allows community based 
organizations to dispense 
Naloxone, under the 
guidance of a medical 
provider. 

SB20:  Good Samaritan/Naloxone Access 
Law (April 9, 2013)
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August 1, 2013 SB20

911 Good Samaritan/Access 
to Naloxone

August 1, 2015 SB154

Clarifying the Good Samaritan 
Law

2017  HB 243

Strengthen Opioid Misuse 
Prevention Act

Timeline of Legislation
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December 1, 2013

HB850

Possession of Needles/Tell Law Officer

October 22, 2015

HB712

Pilot Program/Used Needles Disposal

July 2016

HB972

Syringe Exchange

Timeline for Legislation
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Connecting public health law with 
public health practice
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The Public Health System

https://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/publichealthserv
ices/essentialhealthservices.html10

https://www.cdc.gov/stltpublichealth/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html10
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Working with Existing Community 
Partners

NC DPH
Alliance Behavior Healthcare

NC Harm Reduction
Sheriff’s Office – Detention Center

Durham EMS
Criminal Justice Resource Center

Durham Police Department
Partnership for Healthy Durham

Duke Community and Family Medicine
Together for Resilient Youth (TRY)
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Communication with Chief of Police

12



Durham County Government www.dconc.gov

Free Naloxone (Narcan)

Available upon release from DCo
Detention Center 

Packaged with AEDs in the 
Detention Center

Available in the DCoDPH
Pharmacy
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Medication Recovery

Operation 
Medicine 
Drop
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Partnering with NC Harm Reduction to 
Train Staff on Safer Syringe Program
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Safer Syringe Program:  Notification of Law 
Enforcement
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Safer Syringe Program (SSP)
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Items included in the kit:
• Sharps container
• Syringes
• Alcohol pads
• Cooker
• Cotton
• Sterile water
• Tourniquet
• Condoms
• Free naloxone kit info
• Hep C & IDU information sheet
• Referral info for treatment
• SSP participant card

Fentanyl test strip
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Community Outreach
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STD Testing in Non-traditional places
Community Outreach through the Violence 

Interrupters and Outreach Workers of the Bull 

City United Team (Cure Violence Program Model)

Staff members distribute SS Kits and Narcan during their regular work 
assignments
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School Health Program
• Enlisted the assistance of Dr. Wanda Boone and Catherine “Kay” Sandford, MSPH, to help develop an 

educational campaign to raise awareness of the misuse of prescription medications, including opiates. 
• The campaign will provide education and prevention tools for DPS students in grades 5-12. 
• Education for students in grades 1-4 will focus on medication safety and what to do in emergent 

situations.
• Dr. Wanda Boone, the Executive Director of TRY (Together for Resilient Youth) and a member of several 

national and local and national committees, met with the planning team to offer information and advice 
on current TRY activities already in place in the schools, and offered to collaborate and provide 
educational materials for distribution throughout the schools.

• Catherine “Kay” Sanford, MSPH is North Carolina’s former Injury Epidemiologist (retired 2007). Ms. 
Sanford is a co-founder of Project Lazarus, a mentor and teacher for the NC Harm Reduction Coalition and 
was influential in the passage of NC’s Controlled Substances Reporting System and the Good Samaritan 
law (2013).  

• She is guiding the planning for developmentally appropriate education and the incorporation of social 
determinants to adapt to the various ages and populations who will be offered the education.

• The School Health Program is proud to partner with two of Durham’s strongest advocates for the 
prevention of prescription, including opiates, misuse and abuse.
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Collaborative Efforts
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Feb. 27, 2018

The DCo Leadership Forum
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Durham Joins Together to Save Lives
Mission:  To create and implement a countywide plan to address substance use and medication overuse
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“Durham’s vitality is built upon the 
health of our residents and the 
capacity of our community to foster 
and enhance the well-being of all of 
every citizen”

-Found on the Votive Wall of the Durham County Human Services Building-
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Thank You!

Live. Grow. Thrive.


