
People, events, and locations missing from 
Durham’s historical narrative recommendation 

These suggestions were gathered from the public via email, public comment, letters, and 

social media. 

● Pauli Murray, civil and human rights activist, poet, memoirist, professor, lawyer, and 

Episcopal priest; 

● Charles “Chuck” Rudolph Davis (Baba Chuck Davis), founder, African American 

Dance Ensemble; 

● Floyd McKissick, civil rights attorney; 

● Ann Atwater and C.P. Ellis, co-chairs of “Save Our Schools,” a 10-day community 

summit on desegregating Durham schools; 

● Tobacco, mill, and agricultural workers; 

● Native Americans 

● Enslaved people  

● Women leaders 

● Black Wall Street founders 

● LGBTQ leaders and community members (first gay Pride march in the state) 

● Hayti community 

● Royal Ice Cream Parlor sit-in 

● A memorial for peace and civil rights 

● Sharecroppers 

● Labor organizers 

● Community organizations 

Additional ideas 

Booker T. Spicely, victim of racial violence in Durham 

Mary Semans 

Shirley Caesar  

Piedmont musicians 

James Shepard 



William “Bill” Bell 

Julius Chambers 

Wense Grabarak, former Mayor 

Julian Abele 

Southern Unionists and abolitionists 

“Blind Boy” Fuller 

Emma Goldman 

John Hope Franklin 

Sojourner Truth 

Sarah Grimke 

Alice Paul 

Emily Greene Balch 

Matilda Joslyn Gage 

Marsha P. Johnson 

Maya Angelou 

Rosa Parks 

Gloria Anzaldua 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

Shirley Chisholm 

Gloria Steinem 

Susan B Anthony 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Margaret Sanger 

Harriet Tubman 

Clara Barton 

Dorothea Dix 

Serena Williams 



Billie Jean King 

  

 
 


